
Peregrine
Auryn

Green Scare Benefit Split
A  split  of  two  Pittsburgh,  PA 
anarchist  bands  with  a  purpose. 
Peregrine  offer  up  blackened  death 
metal with hardcore influences, while 
Auryn bring in the apocalyptic crust 
infused  with  the  heart  of  90s 
hardcore. 3 tracks from Peregrine, 4 
tracks  from  Auryn.              
              

  More Info at . 
.www.myspace.com/peregrinemetal
      www.blackandgreenpress.org

Vegan Edge 
Hip Hop Vol. 2
Featuring critically acclaimed 
vegan hip hop artists from around 
the world– Promoe, Edge With the 
Dreads, Jared Paul, xChrisx, Wolf 
Cell Solid, Ernest XVX, Solillaquists 
of Sound, xDedx, MC  Albino, 
Kurohata, Goodfellas, and more. 
More Info at 
www.veganhiphop.org 

Both CD's available directly through 
Got Your Back Collective for $10 +2 
shipping. 

When either CD is purchased directly from Got Your Back 100% of 
sales go to support Green Scare prisoner Marie Mason. Send well 
concealed cash, checks or money orders (made out to books for 

prisoners) with the details  of your order to the address below.
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This  work  is  anti  copyright  for  not  for  profit  purposes.  Updated  PDF 
versions  of  this  zine  will  be  posted  at  www.freemarie.org.  
    
 

This zine has been prepared for informational purposes only.  The views 
expressed within are the author’s and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the publisher. No part of this zine should be considered condoning and/or 
advocating illegal acts.

Richard Williams
Nov. 4, 1947 – Dec. 7, 2005

Anti-imperialist Political 
Prisoner, Father, Revolutionary

It  is  better  to  die 
for  an  idea  that 
will  live,  than  to 
live  for  an  idea 
that will die.
Stephen Bantu Biko
One of the Ohio 7, Richard was 
a  long  time  Political  Prisoner 
imprisoned  for  armed  actions 
against Racism and Imperialism. 
Memory of Richard and all our 
fallen comrades serves as one of 
the  foundations  for  all  that  we 
now do. Rest easy Brother, your 
fight  is  over.  We  will  see  to  it 
that the Struggle continues.    
           

 - Got Your Back Collective 

For more info on Richard and the Ohio 7 check out ... They never crushed 
his  spirit...  A  tribute  to  Richard  Williams.  Available  through 
www.kersplebedeb.com.

Resources and recommended Reading
Not listed in any particular order and by no means complete 

x
Websites

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Political Prisoners 
& Prisoners of War

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

www.mumia.org

www.freepeltier.org

www.freejalil.com

www.freethesf8.org

www.mutulushakur.com

www.freejaan.com

www.sethhayes.org

www.angola3.org

www.osoblanco.org

www.freechip.org
www.geocities.com/tom-manning

www.freealvaro.org

www.onamove.com

www.lynnestewart.org

Green Scare Specific

www.freemarie.org

supportdaniel.org
 

www.supportrod.org
  

www.freefreenow.org
supportjonathan.org

 

www.supporteric.org
 

supportbriana.org
 

www.shac7.com
 

www.supportmarie.org
 

www.mostlyeverything.net
 

www.aeta4.org
________________________

Green Scare 
Resources & Info

midwestgreenscare.org

www.ecoprisoners.org

www.cldc.org
 ________________________

Prison Abolition, 
Prisoner Support & 

Social Justice

www.4strugglemag.org

www.abcf.net

thejerichomovement.com

spiritoffreedom.org.uk
breakallchains.blogspot.com
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The  second  exception  occurs  after  an  activist  has  been  arrested  and 
brought to trial. If s/he is found guilty, this activist can freely speak of the 
actions  for  which  s/he  was  convicted.  However,  s/he  must  never  give 
information  that  would  help  the  authorities  determine  who  else 
participated in illegal activities.                                              
The  third  exception  is  for  anonymous  letters  and  interviews  with  the 
media. This must be done carefully and without compromising security. 
Advice  on  secure  communication  techniques  can  be  found  at 
http://security.resist.ca. Remember, IP addresses are traceable, authorities 
will  comb  over  such  documents  for  any  identifiable  information  and 
finally,  using  computer/fax  machines  where  key  cards  or  log-ins  are 
required is a bad idea...

Bottom Line Security                                              
If you are engaged in activity that is considered illegal, it is best to take a 
lesson from veteran activists of the direct action movements and only allow 
a select few to know about your activity. Those few people should consist of 
only the individuals who you are doing work and actions with AND NO 
ONE ELSE!              
                                                   

What is Security Culture? 
Creating  secure  communities  is  about  more  than  being 
educated  about  the  state  and  its  security  forces. 
Fundamentally,  it  means  creating  working  dynamics  of 
respect,  education  and  inclusion  in  all  our  work.  Building 
strong communities that act in solidarity with one another is 
the best protection against infiltration, disruption and other 
conditions of repression.                                                      
 

So what is a security culture? It's a culture where the people 
know their rights and, more importantly, assert them in all 
situations. Those who belong to a security culture also know 
what behavior compromises security and are quick to work 
with  people  who  exhibit  insecure  or  oppressive  behavior. 
Security consciousness becomes a culture when a community 
as a whole adopts this awareness and demonstrates that those 
behaviors which violate security are unacceptable.                  
   
                              

Taken from Security Culture – A handbook for Activists

Introduction
 

Welcome  to  the  second  installment  of  Solidarity  is  a  Weapon!  Zine.  An 
updated version of this zine has been long overdue. My lame excuses for half 
stepping for so long is the endless drudgery of wage slavery has sucked most 
of my soul for the past year. Combined with a tunnel vision like focus on 
supporting individual friends who have found their fingers caught in the gears 
has taken its tole and left with me with little stomach for much else. With the 
rebirth of spring upon us I'm finding a renewed energy in old projects.      
  

The purpose of  this  zine is  two fold.  First,  anyone familiar with the cases 
found here knows that in many of them there were critical lapses in Security 
Culture that helped the State make arrests and obtain convictions.  In both 
acts and words folks engaged in high risk behaviors that opened themselves 
and others to state repression.  This isn't meant to be overly critical of our 
imprisoned comrades but the bottom-line is we have much to learn from their 
mistakes.   As  the  state  refines  and increases  the  tactics  of  repression and 
neutralization we to must be on guard for behaviors and acts that could put 
ourselves and others unnecessarily at risk.                                                             
 

Second, I  hope to help promote awareness  and support  for our prisoners. 
Former  Political  Prisoner  and  George  Jackson  Brigade  member  Rita  Bo 
Brown sums up the necessity for consistent movement and individual based 
prisoner  support  rather  nicely:  “If  you don't  support  your  prisoners  then 
what the fuck are you about?”. Each individual featured within this zine is 
deserving of support and I encourage everyone to do what they can to ensure 
these Brothers and Sisters are not forgotten.                                  
 

It was a good feeling to remove several folks from these pages due to being 
released from the states confines. Id like to welcome home all of the comrades 
recently released and wish them a smooth transition to life on the outside. 
Unfortunately  but  not  surprisingly  there  are  several  new  additions  found 
within these pages as the state continues its attack on those it finds a threat to 
capital.                                            
 

The list of prisoners found within these pages is by no means comprehensive 
or complete. Despite my best efforts I've likely unintentionally left off some 
folks that belong on these pages. Please send the details of any updates or 
additions to freemarie@riseup.net and I will include them in future additions. 
To find more info on the many diverse Political Prisoners & Prisoners of War 
locked down in American gulags please check out the links found on the back 
page.
    
   

Solidarity is OUR weapon,                                                           
Steve
www.freemarie.org

http://www.freemarie.org/
http://www.supportjordan.com/
http://www.supportjordan.com/
http://www.supportjordan.com/
http://security.resist.ca/
mailto:freemarie@riseup.net


The Green Scare
Majority taken from greenscare.org

The term Green Scare refers to the federal 
government's  expanding  prosecution 
efforts  against  animal  liberation  and 
ecological activists, drawing parallels to the 
"Red  Scares"  of  the  1910's  and  1950s.

  

A 2002 edition of a prisoner support  zine, 
Spirit of Freedom, defined the Green Scare 
as, "the tactics that the US government and 
all their tentacles (FBI, IRS, BATF, Joint 
Terrorism  Task  Forces,  local  police,  the 
court  system)  are  using  to  attack  the 
ELF/ALF  (Earth  Liberation  Front  and 
Animal Liberation Front)  and specifically 
those who publicly support them."            

  

The term has now been widely used to describe an early 2006 sweep of 
arrests,  convictions  and  grand  jury  indictments  of  alleged  ELF/ALF 
activists on charges relating to acts of property damage, conspiracy, arson 
and use of destructive devices dubbed "Operation Backfire," the cases of 
the SHAC7, Eric McDavid and Rod Coronado, as well as recent repressive 
legislation such as the  Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act, which attempts 
to turn activists into "terrorists."                                            
 

Since  2000,  the US government  has prosecuted over  20 cases  involving 
environmentalists,  which  Los  Angeles  CityBeat describes  as  having 
"redefined  not  only  free  speech,  but  also  redefined  environmentally 
motivated property  destruction -  like  torching  Hummers or  tree-felling 
equipment - as being on a par with the murderous assaults of Al Qaeda." 
These  arrests,  grand  Jury  subpoenas,  indictments  and  trials,  have 
collectively been termed the Green Scare.

Snitches,  Rats,  Informants  and 
finks
The  CrimethInc  article  “Green  Scared?  Preliminary  Lessons  of  the 
Green Scare” in part states:
“Whether or not you support direct action of any kind, it is never acceptable to 
equip the state to do harm to other human beings. 
.... in betraying others for personal advantage, they join the ranks of the police 
officers, prison guards, and executioners they assist.” 
This  is  generally  accepted  as  the  most  basic  foundation  for  which  all 
movement based prisoner support is built upon. As a movement we should 
expect defendants and our prisoners to remain principled with their 

Security Culture 
Taken  from  ecoprisoners.org      
As  an  activist,  irregardless  of  your  level  of 
involvement  or  participation  in  any  illegal 
activities: assume that your phone, car, house 
and  computer  are  monitored.  Never  say 
anything in those locations or by those means 
of  communication  that  you  wouldn’t  tell  the 
FBI.  Communicating  over  encrypted  e-mail 
gives  you  a  fair  amount  of  security,  but 
discussing  illegal  activities  should  still  never 
take  place  over  the  internet  (even  if  it  is 
encrypted).

What not to say                        
To begin with, there are certain things that are 
inappropriate to discuss. These things include: 

• your own or someone else's involvement with 
an  underground  group                   
•  someone  else's  desire  to  get  involved  with  such  a  group 

•  asking  others  if  they  are  a  member  of  an  underground  group
                 
•  your  own  or  someone  else's  participation  in  any  action  that  was  illegal
     
•  someone else's  advocacy for such actions                                
                      
• your plans or someone else's plans for a future action                              
 

Please note: this is not to say that it is incorrect to speak about direct action in 
general terms - just be sure that you don't link individual activists to specific 
actions or groups. It is perfectly legal, secure and desirable that people speak 
out in support of all forms of resistance (though if you're involved with illegal 
activity, it is probably best that you don't openly advocate for breaking the 
law as that alone can raise state interest in your life). 

Three  exceptions                                       
The  first  situation  would  be  if  you  were  planning  an  action  with  other 
members  of  your  small  group  (your  "cell"  or  "affinity  group").  These 
discussions  should  never  take  place  over  the  Internet  (e-mail),  phone line, 
through the mail, or in an activist's home or car, as these places and forms of 
communication are frequently monitored. The only people who should hear 
this  discussion  would  include  those  who  are  actively  participating  in  the 
action.  Anyone who is not involved does not  need to know and, therefore, 
should  not  know.                                    
 

http://www.greenscare.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Qaeda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hummer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_CityBeat
http://www.greenisthenewred.com/blog/s3880-analysis
http://www.greenscare.org/RodCoronado.html#top
http://www.greenscare.org/Sacramento.html#top
http://shac7.com/
http://www.greenscare.org/OperationBackfire.html#top
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zine


to  those  loaded terms and concepts,  consciously  or  not).  ‘Form defines 
content’ is a hard lesson to learn, and regardless of the intent that initiates 
a  career,  a  change  of  priorities  is  inevitable:  concessions  are  made. 
Through  this  a  distance  is  maintained  (activist  vs.  ‘those  in  need’)  – 
fortified  by  a  colonialist  based  behavior  that  has  nurtured  a  divide  & 
conquer loop-hole  which only we can close.  The safety net  which rides 
along in the back pocket of the privileged becomes a web that bears it’s 
own poison.
And where do the costs arise?

No matter what choices we make, we’re always allowed back into the fold. 
The  deeper  the  deviation,  the  trespass:  the  higher  the  toll  for  return. 
Actually at that point, the cost is irrelevant (made stark by some of the 
G.S. cases) because all that matters is the return to comfort: that familiar 
(given level  of)  freedom. And who couldn’t relate to the choices made? 
We’ve been shown repeatedly the outcome: “it’s only natural.”         
  

From my perspective the type of Death we’re Dancing with here is the fear 
of letting go – letting go of what we’ve been taught (programmed) defines 
us – that which we are to hold most sacred.

What are the definitions which define your reality?
What choices do they open before you?
And which are closed?
What unfolds because of those choices?
Basically: How do you wish to Live your Life?
Under whose discretion?
What is it you hold Sacred? 
 

Eric McDavid
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_

“As I mail this letter out I include a simple request. Tonight step out into the  
open air of fall and close your eyes. Try to isolate the noise of every passing  
car, and human made noise. Listen for the world as it too lives, breath in the  
open air and try to see yourself as an equal part of it. No wall or cage can  
contain you, because you’re always free. As we doubt ourselves we lock up  
our hearts, let that doubt go and never look back. See yourself in rhythm with  
history  and then change it.  We will  do  this  together,  we will  win,  we  are  
winning and this is just the beginning.                                                          
Our paths may be staged with razor wire, but like those birds we will dance  
playfully between its dangers. We will always more forward. “

“They have not killed me.. I don't even have the wind knocked out of me...“
Andrew Stepanian – Prison Dispatch, Former SHAC 7 prisoner 
released December 15th, 2008

interactions with the State and its agents.  
For that reason no police informants, snitches, or cooperating defendants are 
listed  within these pages. 

Love, Solidarity, and 
support
On the flip side of this it is our responsibility as 
individuals and as movement to do everything 
we can to stand in solidarity with and support 
our friends and comrades who remain strong in 
the face of state oppression.                     

 

The  Canadian  Political  Prisoner  site 
kersplebedeb  states:                     

         . 

There are hundreds of people held in prison for their political activities in the United 
States  and  other  "democratic"  countries.  Some of  them acted on  behalf  of  their 
beliefs, knowing full well that they were defying the enemy's laws, and are paying the 
price.  Others  acted  on  their  beliefs,  knowing  full  well  that  although  technically 
permitted, their dissent would make them targets of State repression, and they too 
are paying the price. 
The Anarchist Black Cross Federation flier “Who we are? what we do and 
why?” further articulates the need for consistent long term support:           
 

Raising material support is crucial. It is not uncommon to find that PP/POWs are left 
with no financial support to pay for phone calls or postage stamps to communicate 
with their  families,  friends and supporters.  Not  enough money to pay for  a news 
subscription,  or  buy  books.  No  funds  to  get  proper  footwear  or  summer/winter 
clothing. If we call these prisoners our comrades, we can not allow this to continue. 
And we don't....
As enemies of the state, they serve the hardest time. The government often attempts 
to lock them far away from their families, friends and supporters. We must not allow 
them to be isolated. When geographically possible we go into the prisons and visit 
PP/POWs. This also brings the harsh reality of political imprisonment much closer to 
supporters. It reminds us that PP/POWs are not only names and figures, pictures on 
our T-shirts and leaflets, but people with personalities and personal needs. And if we 
forget this or neglect to include it in our work to defend them, our foundations will 
soon  become  weak.                            
 

Let us not abandon our friends in their time of need. Every individual listed 
within these pages stood true to their beliefs and as a result of their sacrifices 
have been separated from their friends and family's, their communities, their 
animal companions and are dealing with the harsh realities of lengthy prison 
sentences.  Let's  show  them  they  are  not  forgotten  and  will  never  be 
abandoned.                           
 

Letters  Taken from ecoprisoners.org                                            



Nervous about your first letter? Don't be! Prisoners often say how much 
they enjoy hearing about someone's day-to-day activities and interests.       
 

This is often the easiest and most important thing you can do to support 
people  in  prison.  Many  say  they  also  enjoy  receiving  news  articles 
(photocopied or printed from the web). The most important thing is to just 
get the letter in the mail.  Once you send that first letter, each one that 
follows will be easier to write. Send a postcard, artwork, talk about your 
day, just please remember a few things: 

• All letters must have a return address on the envelope. 
• Please also put a return address on the letter itself, as prisoners are 

almost never given the envelopes. 
• Please do not mention other nicknames you might know them by. 
• Do not discuss their cases or anything related to illegal activities. 

Keep in mind that all mail is read by authorities. 
• Pictures  are  allowed,  but  must  be  4x6  size  or  smaller.  No 

Polaroids. 
• Most  facilities  will  NOT  accept  stamps  or  envelopes  mailed  to 

prisoners. Please check with the institution. 
• Avoid using white-out, stickers, tape, colored ink or glitter. 
• Written correspondence and drawings may be in pencil, standard 

ink  pen,  typewritten,  or  computer  generated.  No  felt  pens, 
markers, crayon, or colored pencil, etc. 

• All personal artwork must be in black & white, copied pages can 
be in color. 

• PLAIN cards  are  allowed.  However,  you  must  write  something 
inside of the card, as blank ones will be returned. 

• Most facilities do not allow torn pages from books, magazine or 
newspaper clippings. Photocopies, however, are accepted 

• Please  always  remember  that,  even  if  unsolicited,  mail  can  still 
result in sanctions against a prisoner. 

Care Packages                                                              
Despite all of the mail regulations above, there are still plenty of things you 
can send to a prisoner to brighten his or her day! In fact, with a little 
effort,  you can send prisoners  at  even the most stringent  facilities  care 
packages. Print-outs, color copies and pictures leave a lot of options. Here 
are just a few ideas for materials that you can include in an envelope to 
send  a  prisoner  as  a  care  package  (keeping  in  mind  the  above  mail 
regulations): 

• Yoga Postures- many prisoners are confined to their cells for up to 
22 hours  a  day and have  very little  access  to  exercise  facilities. 
Yoga can be practiced in a very small area and is both relaxing 
and beneficial to their health. There are many online websites that 
offer step-by-step guides for you to send. 

• Comics/humorous articles- breaking up the gloom of prison always

has  been  created  (see  supportmichael.wordpress.com).  For  more  info  on 
Michael and how to support him contact check out the above listed website.

11/5/08 Writing from Eric McDavi d
The questions brought up here have been with me for some time, & forgive 
me if they were already explored elsewhere, as i’ve been out of the loop for a 
minute.

i ran into an exceptional writer’s creation (Baldwin’s No Name on the Street) 
where i came across a reference to Dante’s “I would not have believed death 
had  undone  so  many.”  i  couldn’t  help  but  feel  a  particular  resonance 
regarding my situation & the larger environment realized by the Green Scare. 
This Death isn’t in a totally physical sense & whose subtleties may reside at 
the Heart of what lies before us.
[This may be redundant but i’ve just got to get it out of me or i’m go’n to 
burst]

To those familiar with debates, it’s known that when one side establishes the 
terms to be used, it’s only a matter of time before they’ve won the match – the 
other  views  have  conceded  to  that  particular  frame  of  reference/mind-set 
which leads to a particular outcome. i found it curious (to say the least) that so 
many adhered to the given definition of  freedom shoved in front  of  them. 
What is your definition of freedom at this moment? How are you to share it 
with others without it being explored by & for yourself? Whose definitions do 
you with to utilize in perceiving your reality? When that is given up, what 
occurs? Within this constellation, what are the benefits of exploration? & the 
repercussion of leaving it obscured?

[Sorry, this following bit of constructive criticism may be hard for some to 
digest]

Another aspect of this undoing feels like it’s been manifesting itself for some 
time  by  the  way  the  (anarchist/radical)  community  has  been/is
received  by  the  larger  communities  with  which  it  comes  into  contact  & 
interacts (please forgive the generalizations). The folks who have lived within 
those communities  for  generations have seen time & again how “energetic 
youth” (be it from schools, churches, radical groups, etc.) come in to make a 
change – perhaps gaining some window dressings here & there; but soon most 
end  up  leaving  &  making  way  for  another  up  &  coming
generation of exuberance. The majority of those who leave go on to some form 
of schooling in order to “use the system for good.” So many, falling back on to 
careers after they’ve earned their credentials as activists.

Here, society at large, smiling a sigh of relief & giving a knowing nod, no 
longer sees them as lost children; having got it out of their system: they’ve 
grown up  & accepted the  responsibility  to  be  truly  effective  in  the  world 
(please re-read that; how many rationalize their choices/actions by adhering



of Douglas Road on March 12. Two days later, another unfinished house 
on  Brentridge  Lane  was  set  on  fire.  Authorities  valued  the  damage  to 
property at $200,000 -  $400,000.                                         
 

On March 16, 2008, a 17 year old Lambertville teenager was arrested as he 
was attempting to siphon gas from an unmarked police car. The sheriff’s 
detective  (whose  car  it  was)  had  been  doing  surveillance  of  a  housing 
development site, trying to apprehend whoever had been setting fires to 
houses under construction there. After his arrest, Sykes confessed that he 
was responsible for  several  local  arsons and the axing of  a utility  pole. 
Sykes  also  admitted  to  vandalizing  a  local  Walmart  and  had  written 
anarchist graffiti messages at the sites of his actions.                                
 

Sykes was tried as an adult, despite that he was 15 years old when some of 
these  acts  took place,  and plead no contest  on July 11.  Because of  the 
political nature of his actions, he never got a break. He was given an extra 
felony  charge  for  damaging  the  toilet  in  his  cell  immediately  after  his 
arrest and received a sentence of 4-10 years from Judge Joseph Costello, 
Jr.  on  August  7.                                         
 

Sykes told sheriff's detectives after his arrest he was tired of seeing all the 
forests being destroyed. The actions that he took were to make a statement 
against urban sprawl, which had changed the area where he had grown up 
in.  
 

Sykes currently does not have a support group of his own and seems to be 
in need of one. We have a responsibility to this young man as anarchists 
and earth defenders. He has been given a harsh sentence and has handled 
himself  with  courage  and  integrity.  If  you can  help,  please  do.  Letter-
writing  parties,  books,  donations  to  commissary,  free  subscriptions  to 
papers, pictures of nature and animals (especially turtles, his favorite) are 
all welcome gifts that take very little time and expense for those of us on 
the outside and mean so very much to those of us on the inside. Please take 
some time to help Michael Sykes. He needs and deserves our support. 

For Earth and all Her creatures, 
 

Marie Mason

Write Michael at:
Michael Sykes #696693
Richard A. Handlon Correctional Facility
1728 Bluewater Highway
Ionia, MI 48846 

Editors Note – As of 11/01/08 EWOK! Of www.midwestgreenscare.org has 
stepped up and will be acting as Michaels support crew. A support website

       helps!  Photocopy  the  best  of  the  Sunday  paper's  comics,  or  do  a 
.             simple  online search. 

• Essays/Writing excerpts- ask someone who their favorite authors are, 
or topics they enjoy reading about. Again, you'd be amazed what you 
can  find  online  and  this  is  a  simple  way  to  send prisoners  lots  of 
reading materials cheaply. 

• Word  Search  games-  and  of  course,  prison  is  incredibly  boring. 
www.sjbaker.org/wordsearch-o-matic/index.html to  visit  a  site  that 
allows you to generate word search games with words you select! 

• Describe a hike- spend the day outside hiking, take some pictures and 
then send them to a prisoner with a story about your hike. Remember 
that  prison  is  sensory  deprivation  to  the  max,  so  use  a  lot  of 
description (sight, sound, smell, everything...) 

• Pictures- send pictures of wild places, ones that are vivid in color and 
show a lot of detail. Remember that Polaroid's are not allowed. 

• Photo-copies-  photocopy everything:  pictures of beautiful  paintings, 
other artwork,  large photos,  newspaper articles,  book pages,  zines, 
and anything else you can think of. 

Donating
There are two ways to contribute to the prisoners' defense and support funds: 
You can send donations to the support groups (please contact the  support 
groups for more information) or you can put donations directly  into their 
commissaries. Commissary money is very important to prisoners, as it allows 
them to purchase stamps, envelopes, phone-cards, extra food, as well as other 
necessities. Please consider sending a donation! Contact their support groups 
or the facility the prisoner is being housed at for specific information. Most 
jails allow you to mail donations for a prisoners' commissary, as well as make 
in-person donations. For all federal institutions, such as FDC's and FCI's, see 
http://bop.gov/inmate_programs/money.jsp  for  details as  procedures  are 
identical and specific to federal prisons.

Books
Ordering books is an easy way to directly support the prisoners. For book 
suggestions, please contact the various support groups. Also, try to let them 
know which books you are ordering, so that repeat orders are not made. 

http://www.midwestgreenscare.org/
http://bop.gov/inmate_programs/money.jsp
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For all prisoners, some basic rules apply (but like everything else, please 
double-check with each institution): 

Most prisons require books must be  new, paperback and come directly 
from the publisher or  an online distributor,  such as  www.amazon.com. 
Please have the books sent to the same address that you would use to mail 
them letters, making sure to include their ID number. Remember to keep 
the topics of books focused away from subjects that could potentially cause 
problems for prisoners, and can actually result in the books being seized. 
You can also send them reading material directly by including up to 10 
pages (photocopied front and back) in an envelope.

Prisoners and Defendants         . 
All information is up to date and addresses were correct as of June 1, 2009. 
If you are reading this zine much longer after the above mentioned date 
please check each prisoners individual support websites to confirm contact 
information before writing or check  www.freemarie.org for an updated 
version of this zine. The majority of the below information was compiled 
from ecoprisoners.org and other various prisoner support sites.
 

PRISONERS__________________________________________________ 

Marie Mason #04672-061                         
FCI  WASECA                                
Federal Correctional Institution                           
P.O. Box 1731                                     
Waseca, MN 56093 

Birthday –  January 26, 1962
Arrested  March 10,  2008  accused of  arsons  in  connection ELF related 
actions  dating  back  almost  a  decade  ago  on  logging  equipment  and  a 
genetic research office at Michigan State University. Recently sentenced to 
21 years 10 months. Welcomes letters of support.                                          
 

For more info see  www.freemarie.org or www.supportmarie.org        .  
Listserve: freemarie-subscribe@lists.riseup.net                                   

Michael W. Sykes #696693
Richard A. Handlon Correctional Facility
1728 Bluewater Highway
Ionia, MI 48846 
Birthday –  September 15th, 1990
Recently  sentenced to  4-10  years  in  a  Michiagan 
state prison. 17 year old anarchist youth accused of 

torching two newly  constructed homes in  order  to  call  attention to  the 
problem of urban sprawl. The teen was arrested as he allegedly attempted

throughout our water, air, soil and food? Isn’t it possible that – coming to the 
“other hand” – the cops, the bureaucrats, the scientists, they all know that this 
is a shameful, horrific, and crazy business, but can’t possibly admit such a 
thing. So the specter of violence and cruelty must be projected instead onto 
those standing up to the ones actually responsible, in order to assuage their 
lying guilt.
In any event, we are for total solidarity with the accused.

See www.aeta4.org for more information.

Grand Jury Resisters
What  are  grand  juries?  Grand  juries  are  a  threat  to  the  rights  of  social 
dissidents and the rights of Americans generally. Grand juries ostensibly were 
established to be a curb on prosecutorial power but has instead resulted in 
greater misuse of prosecutorial power. Prosecutors have the unilateral power 
to subpoena anyone and compel them to answer questions under threat of 
imprisonment.  At  a  grand  jury,  you  have  no  Fifth  Amendment  right  to 
remain silent. You also have no right to have an attorney present with you 
during the questioning. Grand juries almost always indict because no other 
side is allowed to present their argument against indictment. 

Jordan Halliday #24836
1225 West Valley View Highway
Suite 100

 Logan, UT 84321
On  Friday,  March  13th  2009,  Utah  animal  rights 
activist Jordan Halliday was held in contempt of court 
for refusing to testify before a grand jury investigating 

mink  releases  in  Utah.                                               
 

For more info see www.supportjordan.com

Case in Focus 
Michael Sykes

By Marie Mason
 

17 year old anarchist, youngest Greenscare defendant, Michael Sykes, gets 4-
10  years  in  Michigan  State  Prison.                                
 

In March of 2008, two homes under construction in Bedford Township were 
torched. The first was being built in the Crystal Waters Villas subdivision off
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mailto:freemarie-subscribe@lists.riseup.net
http://www.freemarie.org/
http://www.freemarie.org/
http://www.amazon.com/


which has seen sabotage as well as demonstrations against vivisectors. (The 
state response has already seen federal, local and UC police raid the Long 
Haul Infoshop in Berkeley as well as a private residence in Santa Cruz to 
steal  computers  and  literature,  and  the  FBI  forcibly  acquiring  DNA 
samples. And if you think these kinds of powers will be used only against 
anti-vivisection activists, think again.)
But  Nathan,  Adriana,  Maryam  and  Joseph  are  not  charged  with  any 
destructive acts. They are the first people to be charged under the Animal 
Enterprise  Terrorism  Act  of  2007,  which  basically  makes  bothering 
anyone who does anything with animals an act of “terrorism”. The lengths 
to  which the  U.S  government  has  gone  to  construct  this  spectacle  are, 
indeed,  spectacular  –  setting  up surveillance  cameras  in  a  coffee  shop, 
tracking  the  legal  use  of  public  internet  terminals,  even  DNA  testing 
bandanas while the same government says it doesn’t have the money to 
help states use DNA testing in death penalty cases, possibly exonerating 
innocent  people  on death  row! But  there  is  money for  DNA testing  of 
activists’ bandanas?!

On the one hand, it is the construction of a bogeyman or public enemy as 
the justification for expanding police control over every aspect of life. It 
also  recuperates  the  prestige  of  police  power  which  has  so  far  been 
embarassingly unable to bring any suspects or evidence in the cases of the 
sabotage and arson – presumably causing some unease to the scientists and 
administrators  of  UC  as  well  as  their  partners  in  the  pharmaceutical 
industry. It was just time to arrest someone, no matter who – more visible 
activists are simply the easiest to strike at,  regardless of their activities, 
much like the Haymarket martyrs. The fact that Kinko’s as well as local 
business Cafe Pergolesi cooperated extensively with the police in this case 
shows how the business of cops and courts goes hand in hand with the 
business  of  business  as  usual.  We  can  expect  that  as  the  economic 
depression continues to provoke dissatisfaction with the social order, we 
can see a mounting number of “terrorists”,  animal lovers or no, facing 
crushing punishments for daring to step out of line in any way. Of course, 
the mainstream press has heavily implied, along with the police, that these 
4 people are “guilty until proven innocent” of the other recent acts against 
animal research in California.

As far as the UC and its patrons in Big Pharma, the media has parroted 
their  claims  as  well  that  experimentation  on  non-human  animals  is 
beneficial and necessary for human health. Unasked is the question, what 
is making us sick anyway? Is poisoning and dissecting defenceless captives 
of whatever species really a rational and helpful response when the sources 
of disease come from the structures of modern society itself, like our food 
system and the lousy choices it offers, our sedentary and/or overstressed 
lifestyles, the excesses of western medicine itself (for instance, antibiotic 
resistant germs), and the profusion of chemicals, radiation and the like

to  siphon  gasoline  from  an  unmarked  police  Jeep  Cherokee  near  a  new 
development. Detectives claim that Sykes  confessed to the arsons along with 
another at a Kroger supermarket in 2006, as well as a recent string of acts of 
vandalism including burning an American flag, damaging an 80-foot utility 
pole and painting an anarchy symbol.  Prosecutors plan on trying Michael as 
an adult.  According to court documents he allegedly told sheriff's detectives 
"he was tired of seeing all the forest being destroyed".
He loves nature and would like to receive books, especially ones about native 
Americans, environmentalism, and field guides.  Welcomes letters of support.

Joyanna Zacher #36360-086                     ....... 
FCI Dublin                                                       
Federal Correctional Institution                                   
5701 8th St - Camp Parks- Unit E                                   
Dublin, CA 94568                                                          
Operation Backfire defendant. Plead guilty and sentenced to 
seven  years  and  eight  months  for  involvement  in  two 
incidents of direct actions that occurred in Oregon in 2001. 
.

Birthday – Jan.25th                                                            
For more info contact solidaritywithsadieandexile@gmail.com                      

Eric McDavid 16209-097 
FCI Victorville Medium II
Federal Correctional Institution
PO Box 5300
Adelanto, CA 9230 
In a case highlighted by FBI misconduct and entrapment 
Eric was convicted  and sentenced to 19 years 7 months 

on conspiracy to damage and destroy property by fire and an explosive. 
Birthday – Oct.7th. For more info www.supporteric.org 

Grant Barnes #137563                                     
San  Carlos  Correctional  Facility                      
PO  Box  3                                         
Pueblo,  CO 81002                                    
Birthday – June 21st, 1982                                                
Plead  guilty  and  was  sentenced  to  12  years  for  an  ELF 
related arson for setting several SUVs on fire in the Denver 
area. Welcomes letters. 

For more info see http://grantbarnes.wordpress.com 

In a recent letter from Eco Political Prisoner Grant Barnes he made a few
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requests. He says in part "Challenging reading material is hard to get here 
but More then anything I enjoy correspondence.... please feel free to pass 
my address around." I get the impression from his letters that mail for him 
is pretty hit or miss. It would do a lot to lift his spirits if folks would write 
him.  For  more  info  on  Grant  Barnes  see  www.ecoprisoners.org.  
 

Grants received books from books to prisoners groups in the past and has 
gotten zines from South Chicago ABC as well but hasn't gotten anything in 
a couple months.                                                                
 

Books and Zines                                                 
Grant  Would  like  books  on  Marxist  theory  and  history  also  anything 
related to a non Marxist perspective on anti imperialism, feminism and 
primitivism.  Welcomes  zines  as  well  as  books.                      
 

Specific Authors Grant would like.                            
As for specific authors anything by Perlman, Chomsky, Ward Churchill, 
Zerzan,  Bonanno,  or  Debrod.                                     
 

Music CDS                                                                                
Grants says "CD's go to the same address and must come from a store or 
distributor and should be addressed as below with an invoice and/or letter 
saying detailing all items included and who they are for. Hes looking for 
Animal or eco related hardcore or punk but says he likes to listen to folk 
music from time to time as well. He has yet to receive a CD since being 
locked up and would love to receive one.                               
Send CDs to grant at the below address.                                

CHAPLIN 
San  Carlos  Correctional  Facility                            
PO  Box  3                                  
Pueblo,  CO  81002                                               
 

Nathan Block #36359-086                                  
FCI  Lompoc                                    
Federal Correctional Institution                                    
3600 Guard Road                                                 
Lompoc, CA 93436                                    
Operation  Backfire  defendant.  Plead  guilty  and 
sentenced  to  seven  years  and  eight  months  for 
involvement  in  two  incidents  of  direct  actions  that 

occurred  in  Oregon  in  2001.                              
 

Birthday –  March 6th                                                  
For  more  info  contact  solidaritywithsadieandexile@gmail.com         
 

It's often forgotten that communication is itself a project. At this point, the 
extremes  of  silence  and  meaningless  chatter  are  the  preconditions  for 
repression against Tiga and I and the basis for repression against entire social 
strata targeted for imprisonment.  So then, the precondition for responding 
socially  to  repression  must  be  a  collective  effort  to  create  the  space  and 
capacity  for  real  communication  (and  encounters  with  diverse  others).  
 

There are many ways you can contribute to our defense. Raising funds has 
been useful and will continue to be important. Beyond the necessary task of 
fundraising,  a  more  important  dimension  of  solidarity  is  to  continue  
deepening and extending relationships and discussions, about this case but in 
every  other direction too.  The charges  brought  against  Tiga and I  are an 
attempt  to  spread  silence  and  isolation.  Let's  avoid  these  at  all  
costs. 
Breathing  with  you,                               
Hugh - 6/25/09                          

Support the AETA 4 
Taken from http://shiftshapers.gnn.tv

On February 19th and 20th, the 
FBI  Joint  Terrorism  Task 
Force  arrested  Adriana 
Stumpo,  23;  Nathan Pope,  26; 
Joseph  Buddenberg,  25;  and 
Maryam Khajavi, 20 – 4 people 
it  described  as  “terrorists”. 
Their  “terrorism”  apparently 
consisted of writing with chalk 
on  a  sidewalk,  wearing 
bandanas while protesting, and 
distributing flyers about animal 
research  at  UCSC.  No, 
seriously.

The  background  of  this  farce 
includes  years  of  expansion  of 
police power under the rhetoric 
of  combating  a  “terrorism” 
which has come to focus, not on 
Al-Qaeda  or  abortion  clinic 

bombers, but on scapegoats connected to protests against war, the destruction 
of the earth and animal life, and other affects of modern capitalist civilization. 
In particular there has also been a heated campaign over the past few years 
against experimentation on live animals in the University of California system

mailto:solidaritywithsadieandexile@gmail.com
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begin talking with people very different from ourselves, with farmers and 
others, about the  different and similar ways I-69 will impact our lives.  
 

It's this potential for communication that is under attack, that the police 
call a "racket." When they say "conspiracy," they mean our capacity to 
breathe  together.                                                  
 

This is specifically why I'm so grateful to all of you, those of you who I 
know and those I  haven't  met  yet:  I've  experienced this  capacity more 
intensely  now than  I  did  before  my  arrest.  Don't  misunderstand  me,  
repression has already exacted a high cost. Being legally ensnared has cut 
off  many of my relationships,  especially those with people most socially 
distant from me already, primarily because so much of my  time is spent 
dealing with legal issues. This is, of course, one of the goals of repression, 
and  is  a  problem  I  haven't  addressed  yet.  Further,  others  have  been 
subject to persecution alongside myself - Tiga of course, the 16 charged 
with actual blockades, Chad Frazier who was sentenced to two months for 
I-69 resistance (and who is   now out again!),  and many others,  farther 
away and involved in "other" struggles but who are caught up in similar 
dragnets, surveillance, and government harassment.                                     
 

Let me also address some personal legal updates. I've retained the services 
of lawyers who I trust to handle the legal dimensions of my case. As of 
three weeks ago, Tiga has done the same, with a different firm. This means 
that the vast bulk of money raised since we were bailed out has gone to 
legal expenses, a situation which will unfortunately remain the same for 
the next months or years since these costs will continue to increase. More 
generally,  my  bail  conditions  haven't  been  too  onerous;  that  I  require 
permission  from  the  court  to  leave  Indiana  is  the  most  challenging 
restriction, since it makes it that much more difficult to see people I love.    
 

There has been a nearly complete news blackout on our case. So much so 
that I've encountered people who believe that the entire affair is just an 
internet rumor or a plea for attention. Apparently, regarding the media, 
"that which appears is real, that which is real must appear." This is an 
obvious departure from police strategy in other comparable cases, where 
arrests and raids were accompanied by a frenzy of journalistic attention. 
In  these  situations,  media  saturation  and  scrutiny  were  deployed  as 
powerful weapons against the accused, so we can assume that there are 
specific  reasons  we've  not  suffered  this,  yet.                        
  

Thus, I believe it's important to counter this deliberate silence by calling 
attention to the case, especially its most embarassing elements. It's possible 
to accomplish this in ways that cast a spotlight on repression as it appears 
in the wider Green Scare and prison system generally, not just in our case. 
And this could be accomplished with more creativity than just sending out 
press releases.                                             

Jonathan Paul #07167-085
FCI Phoenix
Federal Correctional Institution
37910 N 45th Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85086 
Operation Backfire defendant. Plead guilty and sentenced to 
51 months for  involvement in a ELF related direct  action 
that occurred in Oregon in 1997.                

Birthday – January 31st. For more info see www.supportjonathan.org 

Briana Waters #36432-086                         
FCI Danbury 
Federal Correctional Institution
Route 37
Danbury, CT 06811                                          
Operation Backfire defendant.  Convicted of involvement in 
a  direct  action  that  took  place  in  Oregon  in  2001  and 
senteced to six years.                                

Birthday – November 24th.  For more info see www.supportbriana.org 
 

Jeffrey Luers # 13797671                          
CRCI
9111 NE Sunderland Ave                                 
Portland,  OR 97211-1708                              
Originally sentenced to 23 years in 2000 for arson on a car 
dealership  &  attempted  arson  of  an  oil  truck. 
Recently won an appeal and was Resentenced to 10 years. 
Expected to be released in December of 2009.
 

Birthday –Dec, 5th. For more info see www.freefreenow.org 

Daniel McGowan #63794-053
USP Marion
US Penitentiary
PO Box 1000                                                               
Marion, IL 62959 
Operation Backfire defendant. Plead guilty and sentenced to 
seven years for two incidents of direct action that occurred in 

Oregon in 2001. 

Birthday – May 2nd, 1974 . For more info see www.supportdaniel.org 
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The SHAC 7 Taken from www.shac7.com:

The  SHAC  7  are  6  animal  rights  activists  and  the  organization  Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty USA (SHAC USA) who were convicted on 
March  2,  2006,  under  the  controversial  Federal  Animal  Enterprise 
Protection Act.  The Act  punishes  anyone who "physically  disrupts" an 
animal  enterprise.  The  charges  stem  from  these  activists'  alleged 
participation in an international campaign to close the notorious product 
testing lab Huntingdon Life Sciences. 

Specifically,  these  activists  are  alleged to  have  operated  a  website  that 
reported on and expressed ideological support for protest activity against 
Huntingdon and its business affiliates. 

For this they are charged with "terrorism" and face an aggregate of 23 
years in Federal Prison. 

The SHAC 7 case is the latest in an onslaught of attacks against domestic 
dissidents under the guise of fighting terrorism. Animal rights is a "fringe" 
issue  and  the  government  is  banking  on  the  broader  social  justice 
movement to turn a blind eye to those focusing on the “less important” 
issue of animals and expressing “extremist” views. But make no mistake - 
these activists are the canaries in the mine. This case is intended to pave 
the  way  for  further  silencing  of  activists  involved  in  all  issues.  It  is 
imperative that the broader social justice movement stand behind these 
activists in our communal defense of free speech, press, and association. 
Support the SHAC 7 and support your right to free expression! 

Jacob Conroy # 93501-011 
FCI Terminal Island
FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION    
P.O. Box 3007
San Pedro, CA 90731 
Birthday – February 3rd.
SHAC 7 defendant.  Serving 4 years. 
For more info see www.supportjake.org 

Kevin Kjonaas # 93502-011 
FCI Sandstone
PO Box 1000
Sandstone, MN 55072
Birthday – Oct,30th

SHAC 7 defendant.  Serving 6 years.
For more info see www.supportkevin.com 

Clearly, lots of help is needed to come up with the $30,000 bond. Whether or 
not we can get this figure lowered (included in the state's reasoning about 
having such a high bond was the fact  that  Hugh was known to distribute 
anarchist literature), much financial support will be needed for legal fees, as 
the two fight charges carrying a maximum of eight years. 

These arrests are an obvious continuance and escalation of the harassment of 
anti-I-69  activities  in  southern  Indiana.  People  in  both  Evansville  and 
Bloomington have been systematically targeted by myriad law enforcement 
agencies from throughout the state as well as by federal agencies. Nearly 20 
folks are still held captive by the court system, facing both criminal and civil 
legal pressures stemming from last summer. As the state tries to squash its 
opposition by ensnaring individuals in isolating court cases,  by monitoring 
and threatening individuals to try to pinpoint ‘leaders’ or groups responsible, 
it is important to recognize that every such instance of individual repression is 
easily and effectively repression of all resistance. To counter such repression 
with honest reflection on its functioning and on how action might challenge 
rather than support this repression, is to stand in solidarity with Tiga and 
Hugh, with the best things they or we might fight for.

As of 5/4/09 both Hugh and Tiga have been bailed out and are preparing for 
trial.  See www.mostlyeverything.net for updates and more info.                  
 

 OPEN LETTER FROM HUGH  
To  all  my  friends  and  companions,                                    
In  the  eight  weeks  since  our  arrest,  I've  felt  more  overwhelmed  by  your 
solidarity than by the State's persecution. This is how it should be, and I often 
feel unable to express how grateful I am for the many different initiatives and 
fundraising  efforts  that  so  many  of  you  have  undertaken  since  then.  
 

During some moments of isolation, times when repression is so palpable I can 
barely breathe, the actions of many have kept me strong and grounded: the 
letters, hugs, the intelligent and kind words that have been said or circulated. 
Despite the efforts of the authorities, I've remained a part of my communities. 
 

We  shouldn't  forget  that  it's  these  communities,  these  relationships  and 
connections, that are really under attack, and in an ever-more coordinated 
way.  The  State  has  created  a  red  herring  when it  claims  that  theatrical  
office  demonstrations  or  civil  disobedience are the biggest  obstacles  to  the 
construction of I-69. What the State really fears are collective dinners where 
many people can sit down together to begin, however awkwardly or painfully, 
making sense of a highway project that no layperson was ever meant to grasp. 
The State fears those moments when marginalized young people like me, from 
the cities  or suburbs and seemingly disillusioned with everything,  begin to 
break out of our imposed and self-imposed isolation. They fear it when we
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check, make the check out to “CUAPB” and put “RNC 8” in the memo. If 
you plan to donate more than $100 and would like your donation to be tax 
deductible, make your check payable instead to “National Lawyers Guild 
Foundation” (not CUAPB) and note “RNC 8” in the memo area. Thank 
you for your support!

For either method, mail your check to:
RNC 8 Legal Defense Fund

c/o CUAPB
3100 16th Ave S

Minneapolis, MN 55407

ROADBLOCK EARTH FIRST! 2
Taken from  www.mostlyeverything.net                                     
In what appears to be the culmination of a several year long case the state 
has been building against I-69 resistance, two Indiana residents, Tiga and 
Hugh, were arrested this afternoon. Although the charges against the two 
include individual acts, for the majority they are trumped up charges of 
conspiracy  -  fairly  explicitly,  conspiracy  to  collectively  organize,  to 
challenge environmental and social devastation perpetrated by the state 
and  capital  -  leveled  against  any  (not  easily  recuperative)  movement 
against I-69. Although it appears that no other warrants have been issued, 
that for now no other individuals will be facing the severe penalties these 
charges carry, it must be noted that this brash move by the state is a most 
blatant affront to any initiative towards social organization. 

Tiga,  a  long  time  Indiana  resident,  was  arrested  early  today  as  she 
appeared in  Gibson  County  court  on  charges  stemming  from anti-I-69 
actions this past summer. The arrest was made by the Indiana State Police, 
including Officer Brad Chandler, a particularly slimy scumbag whose full 
time  job  it  is  to  harass  environmental  activists.  Tiga  is  being  held  on 
$10,000  cash  bond  by  the  state  police  on  five  charge:  2  counts  of 
intimidation, 2  counts of  conversion (all  misdemeanors)  and 1 count  of 
corrupt business influence (a class C felony). She is currently being held in 
the Pike County jail (812-354-6024), though it’s possible she’ll be moved 
around. 

A  couple  hours  after  Tiga  was  accosted  at  the  courthouse,  Hugh  was 
arrested  in  northern  Indiana  by  a  US  marshal  driving  an  unmarked 
vehicle. Rather than pulling over the vehicle Hugh was traveling in, the 
cop trailed the car for some unknown duration waiting for it to stop, then 
arrested Hugh outside of a gas station. He was then taken to join Tiga in 
the Pike County jail,  where he is being held on $20,000 cash bond. His 
charges  are  the  same  as  Tiga's,  though  many  of  the  details  of  their 
warrants differ.

Lauren Gazzola #93497-011
FCI Danbury
Federal Correctional Institution
Route #37, Danbury, CT 06811
Birthday – May 1st

SHAC 7 defendant.  Serving 4 ½  years.
For more info see www.supportlauren.com

Awaiting Trial  _________  
 

A Letter from the RNC 8
Dear Friends, Family, and Comrades:

We  are  the  RNC  8: 
individuals  targeted 
because of our political 
beliefs  and  work 
organizing  for  protests 
at the 2008 Republican 
National Convention, in 
what appears to be the 
first use of Minnesota’s 
version  of  the  US 
Patriot Act. The 8 of us 
are  currently  charged 
with  Conspiracy  to 

Commit Riot in Furtherance of Terrorism, a 2nd degree felony that carries 
the possibility of several years in prison. We are writing to let you know about 
our situation, to ask for support, and to offer words of hope.

A little background: the RNC Welcoming Committee was a group formed in 
late 2006 upon hearing that the 2008 Republican National Convention would 
be  descending  on  Minneapolis-St.  Paul  where  we  live,  work,  and  build 
community. The Welcoming 

Committee’s  purpose  was  to  serve  as  an  anarchist/anti-authoritarian 
organizing  body,  creating  an  informational  and  logistical  framework  for 
radical resistance to the RNC. We spent more than a year and a half doing 
outreach, facilitating meetings throughout the country, and networking folks 
of all political persuasions who shared a common interest in voicing dissent in 
the streets  of  St.  Paul  while  the  GOP’s  machine  chugged away inside  the 
convention.

http://www.supportkevin.com/
http://www.supportkevin.com/
http://www.supportkevin.com/
http://www.mostlyeverything.net/
http://www.supportlauren.com/


In  mid-August  the  Welcoming  Committee  opened  a  “Convergence 
Center,” a space for protesters to gather, eat, share resources, and build 
networks  of  solidarity.  On  Friday,  August  29th,  2008,  as  folks  were 
finishing dinner and sitting down to a movie the Ramsey County Sheriff’s 
Department  stormed in,  guns  drawn,  ordering everyone to the  ground. 
This evening raid resulted in seized property (mostly literature), and after 
being cuffed, searched, and IDed, the 60+ individual inside were released.

The next  morning,  on Saturday,  August  30th,  the  Sheriff’s  department 
executed search warrants on three houses, seizing personal and common 
household items and arresting the first 5 of us- Monica Bicking, Garrett 
Fitzgerald, Erik Oseland, Nathanael Secor, and Eryn Trimmer. Later that 
day Luce Guillen-Givins was arrested leaving a public meeting at a park. 
Rob Czernik and Max Specktor were arrested on Monday, September 1, 
bringing the number to its present 8. All were held on probable cause and 
released on $10,000 bail on Thursday, September 4, the last  day of the 
RNC.

These arrests were preemptive, targeting known organizers in an attempt 
to  derail  anti-RNC  protests  before  the  convention  had  even  begun. 
Conspiracy charges expand upon the traditional notion of crime. Instead 
of condemning action, the very concept of conspiracy criminalizes thought 
and camaraderie, the development of relationships, the willingness to hope 
that our world might change and the realization that we can be agents of 
that  change.                                             
 

Conspiracy charges serve a very particular purpose- to criminalize dissent. 
They  create  a  convenient  method  for  incapacitating  activists,  with  the 
potential for diverting limited resources towards protracted legal battles 
and terrorizing entire communities into silence and inaction. Though not 
the first conspiracy case against organizers- not even the first in recent 
memory-  our  case  may  be  precedent-setting.  Minnesota’s  terrorism 
statutes have never been enacted in this way before, and if they win their 
case  against  us,  they  will  only  be  strengthened  as  they  continue  their 
crusade  on  ever  more  widespread  fronts.  We  view  our  case  as  an 
opportunity to demonstrate community solidarity in the face of repression, 
to  establish  a  precedent  of  successful  resistance  to  the  government’s 
attempts to destroy our movements.

Right now we are in the very early stages of a legal battle that will require 
large sums of money and enormous personal resources. We have already 
been overwhelmed by the outpouring of support locally and throughout 
the country, and are grateful for everything that people have done for us. 
We now have a Twin Cities-based support committee and are developing a 
national support network that we feel confident will help us through the 
coming months. For more information on the case and how to support us, 
or to donate, go to http://RNC8.org

We have been humbled by such an immense initial show of solidarity and are 
inspired to turn our attention back to the very issues that motivated us to 
organize against the RNC in the first place. What’s happening to us is part of 
a much broader and very serious problem. The fact is that we live in a police 
state-  some  people  first  realized  this  in  the  streets  of  St.  Paul  during  the 
convention, but many others live with that reality their whole lives. People of 
color,  poor  and  working  class  people,  immigrants,  are  targeted  and 
criminalized on a daily basis, and we understand what that context suggests 
about the repression the 8 of us face now. Because we are political organizers 
who have built solid relationships through our work, because we have various 
forms of privilege- some of us through our skin, some through our class, some 
through  our  education-  and  because  we  have  the  resources  to  invoke  a 
national network of support, we are lucky, even as we are being targeted.

And so, while we ask for support in whatever form you are able to offer it, 
and while we need that support to stay free, we also ask that you think of our 
case as a late indicator of the oppressive climate in which we live. The best 
solidarity is to keep the struggle going, and we hope that supporting us can be 
a small part of broader movements for social change.

For better times and with love,

the  RNC  8:  Luce  Guillen-Givins,  Max  Spector,  Nathanael  Secor,  Eryn 
Timmer, Monica Bicking, Erik Oseland, Robert Czernik, Garrett Fitzgerald 

RNC8.org has been set up in support of the RNC 8: organizers against the 
2008  Twin  Cities  Republican  National 
Convention  who  have  been  falsely 
charged  in  response  to  their  political 
organizing.  The  site  contains  news 
updates,  press  releases,  biographies, 
resources,  events,  and  information  for 
donating to their legal support. 

The  legal  expenses  are  estimated  at 
$250,000 for the RNC 8. Contributions 
of all sizes are appreciated. If you would 
like  to  support  the  RNC  8 with  a 
donation:

Communities  United  Against  Police 
Brutality is collecting donations for the 
RNC 8 Legal Defense Fund. Donations 
will  help cover the legal fees and other 
expenses  related  to  the  trial.  You  can 
donate  via  PayPal  online  at 
RNC8.org/donations

If you’d like to donate in the form of a

http://rnc8.org/donations/
http://rnc8.org/
http://rnc8.org/
http://www.supportkevin.com/

	Stephen Bantu Biko

